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Shipmates, 

My family, like many, puts out a holiday letter every year talking about everything my parents, siblings, significant others, pets, and I
accomplished in the last year. What makes my family's holiday letter unique is that it usually gets mailed in April because we never
have enough time in December to finish it. I want you all to know that I am doing better than my parents by getting the December Fleet
News out to you before Spring...

Also attached is the February Fleet News, a diagram of the OE-82 antenna group, and a page from the Congressional Record for
9/27/22 that many of you should find interesting. Read through to the bottom to find out more. 

Conference and other HNSA News

First off this year's conference, hosted by USS Slater in Albany, NY is Monday to Thursday the 18th to 21st of September. Notice we
normally hold it on a Tuesday to Friday but this works better for Slater's schedule since the ship is not open to visitors 7 days a week
which means HNSA participants will get a day to ourselves on board with their staff and volunteer corps. 

Start thinking about paper topics and award nominees. I will put out more information in the near future. 

Please join me in welcoming SS Lane Victory back to HNSA. Lane Victory is located in San Pedro, CA. 

HNSA's board will be meeting in DC in a week on March 3rd to meet with representatives from some of our stakeholder organizations
and have our quarterly board meeting. 

Now that it is a new year and you have changed your smoke detector batteries at home, has your museum's senior staff gone through
your core documents, like your mission statement and collections management plan, and updated them?

NHHC Awards 

NHHC recently announced their application process for their third annual awards program. You have until June 1 to submit an
application. Last year USS New Jersey, USS Slater, USS Cod, and USS Cassin Young all won awards for their work as force
multipliers for NHHC. I'd love to see even more HNSA member museums earn this award this year. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/get-involved/nhhc-awards-program.html

Senate Bill about Maritime Heritage Grants

Senate majority leader Chuck Schumer introduced an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act that authorized
$10,000,000 for the National Maritime Heritage Grant Program for FY 2023, and FY 2024. See attached page from the Congressional
Record for 9/27/22.

This compliments the amendment to the NDAA introduced by Rep. Brian Higgins (D-Buffalo) passed by the House last July. It was for
FY 2023.
This is a major step toward securing funding for maritime heritage.
Next step is to assure that the funds are appropriated by the House and Senate Appropriations Committees.

I encourage you to contact your members in the House and Senate on behalf of your organizations, and to encourage your members
to contact their representatives in Congress to support appropriation of the funding now that it has been authorized.

OE-82 Antennas

If your ship is missing a pair of OE-82 antennas let me know. Note this is just the antenna in the attached drawing not the base and
other associated equipment. Also note this is the flat type depicted, not the trash can type Iowa-class battleships have as
satellite communication antennas in their 80's configuration. Let me know if you might need these antennas. 

ICMM Call for papers 

The International Congress of Maritime Museums has put out a Call for Papers for a historic ships conference that Royal Museums
Greenwich is hosting on 28-29 November this year.  You can also find the post here and the event webpage here. The deadline for
abstracts is 2 March. At present the plan is to hold the conference in person however this may change depending on interest levels. It
would be great if HNSA members participated and shared our unique expertise in this conference. 

Museum success factors projects

One of USS Salem's longtime volunteers is working on a project for his graduate program in facilities management. For his capstone
project he is evaluating the sustainability and longevity of Salem. As part of the project he is trying to quantify museum ship success
factors.This is based on a 1-10 rating of Management, Visibility, Historical Value, and Bonus Factors (like having aircraft displays etc).
There is a google survey to gather data from the national museum ship fleet. Any HNSA members who are able to assist can fill out
the survey here. https://forms.gle/kGLaS6wgJUmi8YqGA Thank you for helping a member of our community with their continuing
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the survey here. https://forms.gle/kGLaS6wgJUmi8YqGA Thank you for helping a member of our community with their continuing
education.

See you at the next conference, 
Ryan

Ryan Szimanski
Executive Director
Historic Naval Ships Association
ExecutiveDirector@HNSA.org
443-564-3823
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