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Winter Storm Elliott buries the Midwest and East 
Coast."e Pineapple Express and flooding on 
the West Coast. Gulf Coast temperatures drop to 
the teens."e HNSA Fleet is not immune to the 
vagaries of Mother Nature."us, our preservation 
mission is more critical than ever before. 
"e annual conference in Honolulu featured 
outstanding presentations on this topic. No doubt 
more will follow this year at the annual conference 
in September.
An emerging topic is ship inspections. I examined 

my last NAVSEA inspection reports for USS Alabama and USS Drum, 
dated April 2018."ere is no indication the Navy’s program will resume, 
but rest assured a few HNSA stalwarts are already talking the art of the 
possible.  
"e individual membership issue is up for revision. "e Membership 
Committee Tiger Team met last November in Las Vegas for a day-
long session. We covered potential software platforms and website 
modernization. Our goal is to make joining HNSA and renewing 
memberships online a quick and easy process.
Board Members who could attend were invited to Washington, D.C., 
for a meeting on 3 March 2023 in the Navy Memorial conference room.  
Invitations included our friends at NHHC and NAVSEA Inactive 
Ships Program Office to join us as they did last year.
Watch for your Save the Date card from USS Slater. Tim Rizzuto, 
his team, and Wally (of course!) will host the HNSA 2023 Annual 
Conference 18–21 September 2023. See you in Albany!

The new ALL-DIGITAL Anchor Watch Needs 
You!
Introducing the new all-digital Anchor Watch! Final layout had already 
been completed when this decision was formalized, so watch for the 
summer issue, which will provide a longer explanation on the huge 
benefits this change will have for the newsletter and the society. As 
ever, we are actively seeking new contributors and content. !e next 
deadline for submissions is 30 June 2023. We are seeking all the latest 
news from the Fleet, including everything from outreach initiatives to 
conservation and curation projects to volunteer spotlights. Submit your 
content to the editor (Dr. Sarah E. Holland) at the following email 
address: editor@hnsa.org. We look forward to hearing from you soon!

Cover Photo:  USS Slater  sailing the Hudson River, Albany, New York.
       Cover Credit: Marc Gluckman, Photographer 



Executive Director’s Message
Ryan Szimanski, Executive Director, Historic Naval Ships Association
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Shipmates,
2022 sure was a wild ride! I 
am glad to get off that roller 
coaster of a year, and equally 
looking forward to smooth 
sailing in 2023. Visitation 
numbers seem to finally 
be trending up across the 
board. Major maintenance 
efforts were begun on 

some members of the historic fleet. Our annual 
conference hosted by USS Missouri in September 
was great (a full recap is included below) and we are 
looking forward to our 2023 conference hosted by 
USS Slater in Albany, New York. All in all, things 
are looking up for 2023. 
"e year started out with many of our member 
museums still reeling from the pandemic, but 
over the course of the year things began to settle 
back down. While visitation numbers haven’t been 
consistent everywhere, I have spoken to numerous 
people in our field over the last few months and all 
seem to have positive news. Overnight programs are 
in full swing again. Visitation numbers are trending 
upwards compared to the same period in previous 
years, school groups are booking tours again, and 
new staffing positions are being filled for the spring 
and coming year. "at said, this is still the slow 
season and many of our northern members are 
closed over winter. Consider donating to support 
them while they don’t have much income. 
Earlier in the year, we watched as a number of 
museum ships suffered major maintenance issues. 
It is a tribute to the folks in Buffalo that USS 
!e Sullivans was raised so quickly, and we all 
grieve alongside the folks at Patriots Point over 
having to make the hard decision to scrap USS 
Clamagore before she became a hazard. Since our 
last issue of Anchor Watch, we have seen some major 
maintenance projects undertaken, such as the 
much-publicized dry-docking of USS Texas and 
the successful completion of a yard periods by USS 
Bowfin, USS Nautilus, and USS Constellation. As a 
culture, we will have to make some hard decisions 
in the coming years about which ships we are 
willing to pay to preserve and which ones have to be 

given up to the elements. 
I can not say enough good things about the 2022 
conference in Hawaii. Our many sponsors, such 
as PPG Paints and the SSA Group, supported 
HNSA more than ever before. Museum ships, like 
Midway, Lexington, and Bowfin, also supported the 
conference and our scholarship program, which 
allowed five emerging museum ship professionals 
to travel to Hawaii to fully participate inthe annual 
conference. Missouri hosted a wonderful closing 
banquet and the huge amount of work the staff 
there have done on the hull, superstructure, and 
deck over the past couple of years really shows. 
"e presentations were informative and thought 
provoking, as always, and my colleagues are still 
discussing some of the topics, such as Charlotte 
Rodeen-Dickert’s talk about the Community Value 
of Museum Ships. We all appreciate the hard work 
the folks at Missouri put in to make this year’s 
annual conference such a clear success.
We are all looking forward to this year’s upcoming 
conference in Albany, New york, hosted by the 
volunteers and staff of USS Slater. "is will be 
their first time hosting the conference. It will be 
held from Monday, 18 September, to "ursday, 21 
September 2023. Take note: we normally hold the 
conference from Tuesday to Friday, but this revised 
schedule will allow attendees a full day on Slater, 
while she is not open to visitors and her volunteers 
are working. 
I hope to see you all in Albany this September 
as we continue learning as a group how best to 
preserve our vessels into the future. Expect to 
hear more from me about this in the near future 
and please stay in touch, my email address is 
executivedirector@hnsa.org.
Please reach out whenever you need,
Ryan 



USS Pueblo in North Korea, 2012.   
Credit:Wikimedia Commons, User: Laika ac, http://bit.ly/3kQ69T2
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AROUND OUR FLEET AND BEYOND
A late December winter storm in Buffalo, New York, 
(being referred to as the Blizzard of 2022) brought more 
challenging events for the USS !e Sullivans. "e historic 
blizzard brought freezing temperatures and just over 50 
inches of snow, with a new daily snowfall record of 22.3 
inches set on 23 December 2022. As ice and snow melted, 
the ship took on almost 30 inches of water at various 
points in the hull. Pumping out the ship began in earnest 
in January as effects of the storm began to subside. During 
the storm, the joint that connected the USS Little Rock 
to USS !e Sullivans was ripped off and will have to be 
reattached. In addition to taking on significant amounts of 
water, the hangar building suffered wind and water damage. 
A naval surveyor inspecting the USS !e Sullivans may 
recommmend that the ship be dry docked to allow more 
comprehensive repairs and ongoing inspections. Such a plan 
is not without significant challenges. It will be interesting 
to see what happens next. "e only bright spot in the storm 
is that the submarine USS Croaker was not damaged. 
According to Paul Marzello,  the president and CEO of the 
Buffalo & Erie County Naval and Military Park, “the USS 
Croaker was like a toy boat in a very cold bathtub.” (More 
information can be found at the following links: http://bit.
ly/3L0yNLI and https://bit.ly/3Je3nQH.)

Phil Whitmarsh has a habit of using reclaimed, historic 
wood to create custom electric guitars. He first got the 
idea of turning historic wood into guitars from an artisan 
in New York. Whitmarsh, the founder of Old Market 
Guitars (https://bit.ly/3SNnhoK), started his business with 
wood from the Woolworth building in Omaha, Nebraska’s 
Old Market during planned renovations of the complex. 
He initially created two prototype guitars, which led to 
his latest project, creating guitars from aged deck wood 
from the battleship USS Texas. "e decking was not part 
of the ship during its support mission on D-Day, but was 
replacement decking that had been in place for decades. 
In August 2022, the USS Texas headed to Galveston for a 
massive repair proejct. "e aged deck wood was removed as 
part of this refit and will now live on as one of Whitmarsh’s 
guitars. Guitar experts agree that whether it’s the historic 
energy or the natural aging of the wood, a definite 
difference is noticable between the warm, mid-frequency 
tones of a Whitmarsh guitar and anything you’d buy off a 
store shelf (http://bit.ly/41O8FKb).

In January 2023, a resolution was introduced in the United 
States House of Representatives calling on North Korea 
to return a United States Navy ship seized on 23 January 

1968, while it was on an intelligence-gathering mission in 
waters east of the Korean Peninsula. Florida Republican 
Greg Stuebe introduced the resolution on 23 January 2023, 
marking the 55th anniversary of when the USS Pueblo 
was captured. Still listed as a commissioned United States 
Navy vessel, the USS Pueblo in the only such vessel held by 
a foreign nation. One crew member, Duane Hodges, was 
killed during the seizure of the vessel, and 82 other crew 
were held captive in North Korea for eleven months. In 
2013, North Korea moored the ship near the Victorious 
Fatherland Liberation War Museum, where it has been 
opened to the public for guided tours. According to the 
resolution, the United States has no reason to believe that 
the Pueblo wasn’t following its orders to keep a distance 
of more than 13 nautical miles from the nearest point 
of North Korean territory. Details about the House 
resoultion can be found at the following link: https://bit.
ly/3L51O8W.

Rear Admiral (retired) Sam Cox, the director of Naval 
History and Heritage Command (NHHC), has announced 
that 2023 will mark the third year of the Annual Navy 
History and Heritage Awards Program, a program first 
established in 2020. "e window for submissions covering 
the 2022 calendar year opened on 01 March 2023 and 
closes 01 June 2023. Applicants wishing to particpate in 
the program may do so in one of three categories: the Navy 
History and Heritage Excellence Pennant, the Maintenance 
Excellence Pennant, and the Curatorial Excellence Pennant. 
More details and applications for all three awards can be 
found at the following link: http://bit.ly/3ZItTXI. 

On 02 March 2023, the United States Coast Guard 
decommissioned the USCGC Decisive after 55 years 
of  continuous operation. Built at the Coast Guard Yard 
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HNSA 2022 CONFERENCE, BATTLESHIP MISSOURI MEMORIAL
Ryan Szimanski, Executive Director, Historic Naval Ships Association
"e following is a brief recap of the 2022 Annual HNSA 
Conference held in September 2022. Needless to say, 
the folks at the Battleship Missouri Memorial put on a 
fantastic show, and were incredibly hospitable to all who 
attended and to the organizers. Most attendees suffered 
major jet lag getting to Hawaii. I know it gave me a new 
appreciation for the travel time they normally put in to be 
with us at mainland locations. We had top-notch speakers, 
an incredibly productive Board meeting, a great trade show 
thanks to our many sponsors highlighted again in this issue, 
with my personal thanks, and we got to see the naval-
history Mecca equivalent that is Pearl Harbor. 

Attendance was better than we could have hoped for given 
the travel distance. Many of us debated what if the chance 
to go to Hawaii would outweigh the long travel time 
and lingering effects of the pandemic, and I am happy to 
report attendance was well above average. Not only was 
in-person attendance up compared to the last several years 
in both fleet members and sponsors at our trade show, but 
we also continued to have a strong showing from virtual 
attendees. Additionally, attendees brought more guests 
than I have ever seen before. Most importantly, attendance 
was more diverse than previous conferences, which can 
only strengthen our field by bringing in new ideas and 
viewpoints. 

Speaking of the presentations, I want to thank our many 
great speakers; we could not have had such an impressive 
program without them. I learned a tremendous amount 
thanks to timely presentations on preservation and 
community building. Please be sure to send me an email 
and tell me which presentations were most helpful to you, 
so that we can have more information on those subjects at 
future conferences. 

Congratulations to the various organizations and 
individuals who earned awards this year. HNSA restarted 
its awards program and many of our member museum staff 
earned awards for their contributions. We were joined for 
a second year by Naval History and Heritage Command 
(NHHC), who also recognized several HNSA member 
museums and individuals for their work telling the Navy’s 
story. Admiral Sam Cox, NHHC’s director, personally flew 
in to hand out the awards. We all look forward to working 
even more closely with NHHC on our shared mission 
in the future. NHHC’s application process for this year’s 
awards program is now live as noted in the Around the Fleet 
and Beyond segment at the beginning of this newsletter. 

HNSA will be putting out a call for awards in the near 
future. "e good news is that you can apply for both!

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our generous sponsors 
for their support this year. HNSA received more support 
for the conference than ever before, and it was critical in 
offsetting the increased venue costs. In particular, I need 
to thank SSA Group and PPG Paints for their generous 
support and Fleet members Missouri, Midway, Bowfin, and 
Lexington. It was not a great year for all of our member 
museums, but these four, in particular, stepped up and 
helped support the rest of the Fleet by donating to both 
the conference and our scholarship program, which allowed 
four HNSA members who might not otherwise have been 
able to attend to join us in Hawaii. Some of the highlights 
of this conference were the various after-hours receptions 
and events put on by our hosts. "e evening reception 
hosted by Bowfin, the sunset tour of Pearl Harbor, and the 
closing reception at Missouri were great. "e folks at Slater 
will have their work cut out for them topping this at the 
2023 conference . Join me virtually, or in person, in Albany 
next September to see how they do!  
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HNSA 2022 Awards And Scholarship Recipients
Ryan Szimanski, Executive Director, Historic Naval Ships Association
HNSA is an international community of devoted 
professionals, volunteers, and supporters. Without them, 
work at their respective museums and museum ships 
would not be possible. "e Annual HNSA Awards and 
Scholarship Programs are an important oppotrunity to 
give special recognition to those individuals who have 
gone above and beyond to prove themsselves outstanding 
museum professionals and to say a heartfelt “"ank You” 
for their hard work, their dedication, and their commitment 
to preserving naval and maritime history for future 
generations. 

Award Winners
Casper J. Knight, Jr., Award: Presented to Les Lancaster, 
in recognition of the significant contributions you have 
made as the Director of Engineering Operation at the USS 
Missouri Memorial Association, Inc. You have overseen 
every phase of the ship’s restoration, helping to create the 
beautiful ship she is today. 
Russell Booth Award: Presented to Texas Dreadnoughts 
in recognition of the significant contributions made as 
supporters of the Battleship Texas Foundation over the last 
year. "e team has found a unique way to raise awareness 
for the museum and have proven to be outstanding 
members of our museum ship community.
Henry A. Vadnais Award: Presented to Evan Cerne-
Iannone in recognition of the significant contributions 
you have made as Curator and Archivist at the USS Cod 
Submarine Memorial. You have excelled in the areas of 
collection management, exhibit design, research, and 
writing. 
HNSA Education Award: Presented to Shanna Schuster in 
recognition of the significant contributions you have made 
as Visitor Engagement and Program Manager at USS 
Slater, the Destroyer Escort Historical Museum. You have 
excelled in the areas of education, outreach, digital media, 
and public engagement. 
HNSA Education Award: Presented to Neil Yamamoto 
in recognition of the significant contributions you have 
made as Education Outreach Coordinator at USS Missouri 
Memorial Association, Inc. You have excelled in the areas of 
education, outreach, digital media, and public engagement. 
Bos’n Marvin Curry Award: Presented to Greg Blasquez 
in recognition of the significant contributions you have 
made as a volunteer at SS Red Oak Victory. Your expertise 
was critical in lighting off the ship’s idle World War II-era 
steam plant for the first time in 50 years. 

Bos’n Marvin Curry Award: Presented to Richard Obratil 
in recognition of the significant contributions you have 
made as a volunteer at USS Cod Submarine Memorial. You 
have excelled in the areas of preservation, construction, 
visitor safety, and community engagement.
Maintenance/Preservation/Exhibition Award: Presented to 
Gary Sheedy in recognition of the significant contributions 
you have made as a volunteer at USS Slater, the Destroyer 
Escort Historical Museum. You have excelled in restoring 
areas of the ship, such as the refeer space, laundry, bosun’s 
lockers, and after steering. 
Maintenance/Preservation/Exhibition Award: Presented 
to Chris Malanson in recognition of the significant 
contributions you have made as Assistant Vice President 
of Exhibits at Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum.You 
have excelled by innovating with the use of 3D-scanning 
technology to make your museum’s exhibit spaces more 
accessible.
Dr. John C. Fakan Communications Award:  Presented to 
Libby Jones in recognition of the significant contributions 
you have made as the Director of Education at Battleship 
New Jersey Museum and Memorial. You have excelled 
in the areas of digital media, outreach, video production, 
community building, and fund raising.
President’s Special Award: Presented to John Elliker in 
recognition of the significant contributions you have made 
as Treasurer of the Historic Naval Ships Association. 
You have excelled in the areas of financial planning, 
membership, bookkeeping, payroll, and development.
International Leadership Award: Presented to Drachinifel 
in recognition of the significant contributions you have 
made as the presenter of "undersdawn, Ltd.’s, YouTube 
channel. You have excelled in the areas of digital media, 
outreach, video production, community building, and fund 
raising.

Scholarship Recipients
Karen Duvalle, Wisconsin Maritime Museum, sponsored by 
USS Bowfin & Pacific Fleet Submarine Museum.
Evan Cerne-Iannone, USS Cod Submarine Memorial, 
sponsored by USS Lexington Museum.
Aaron Prendergast, United States Naval Shipbuilding 
Museum & USS Salem, sponsored by USS Midway 
Museum.
Michael Voss, USS Bowfin & Pacific Fleet Submarine 
Museum, sponsored by Battleship Missouri Memorial.











Tin Can Sailors, Inc.
is the National Association

of Destroyer Veterans.

V
To search for information on 

individual ships, destroyer museums, 
and how to become a member, 

contact them at

www.destroyers.org

800 223-5535

Monday – Friday
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Sponsors of the HNSA 2022 Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii
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Sixth Fleet Med Sailors - We Want to Hear From You!
Barry Probst (USS Springfield), Email: us6flt.vsm@comcast.net / Valerie Blouin, Email: us6fleet.vsm@gmail.com

for only $6,000 you can be laid to rest near Rudolph 
Valentino. "is also got me wondering why it was so 
important for the cemetery and mausoleums lobby to have 
a law created that prevented private columbaria. Was there 
a health and safety reason, or was it strictly to keep other 
people out of this business? It also makes you wonder could 
this be considered a monopolistic business practice and 
perhaps violating some antitrust legislation?

If someday we are allowed to operate as a for-profit 
columbarium, we could accommodate thousands of urns. 
I would recommend that we have a variety of options for 
interment, from full-size 9-by-9-by-9-inch niches, scaling 
down to a 3-by-3-by-3-inch niche. We could also sell the 
urns/boxes that would be intered for continuity’s sake. 
"ey could be Battleship Iowa themed, and we could have 
names and dates laser etched upon them, becoming another 
source of income. Perhaps we could convince descendants 
of famous military personnel, or even celebrities, to donate 

a portion of those ashes. We could create unique spaces 
like the five-star room where ashes from famous five-star 
admirals could reside and perhaps sell them at premium 
prices. I would think that most five-star admirals would be 
more than happy to donate some of their ashes to help save 
these historic naval ships. It’s something very special to be 
able to make a difference after you’re gone; not many people 
have that opportunity. 

I feel that this project is worth pursuing but I can’t do it 
alone, so I am reaching out to the HNSA community to 
see if anybody out there would be interested in helping me 
with this. I could use help from people that know the law, 
accounting, governmental affairs, and people with military 
and government contacts. If you would like to join me in 
my effort in exploring this idea, please email me at the 
address below because I’m not even sure what the first steps 
should be. Feel free to reach out to me at the following 
email to discuss: craigj@labattleship.com.

Were you a Navy shipmate (or a Marine) on a 
Mediterranean cruise, with a port of call in Villefranche-
sur-Mer? If so, the Americans and the 6th Fleet at 
Villefranche-sur-Mer (http://en.ussixthfleet-villefranche.
com/) would love to hear from you. "is association was 
created to maintain the memory of ships of the United 
States Sixth Fleet, and to share with the public (particularly 
younger generations) the rich history of the relationship 
between the United States and Villefranche-sur-Mer, 
restauranteur Mom Germaine, and the ships and shipmates 
that proudly served. 

"ose of you who visited Villefranche-sur-Mer may have 
been to La Mere Germaine, the waterfront restaurant of 
renowned local businesswoman Germaine Brau, who so 
selflessly cared for young, homesick United States sailors 
during World War II and into the 1950s. "e sailors 
named her “Mom Germaine,” and she was written about in 
Readers Digest magazine in 1959 as a “Most Unforgettable 
Character.” "e United States Navy honored her, and a 
plaque is in place in Villefranche-sur-Mer in her honor. 
Her waterfront restaurant still exists today, and is run by 
"ierry Blouin, Germaine’s grandson, and his family. 

Meanwhile, Mom Germaine’s granddaughter, Valerie 
Blouin (one of the article co-authors), is the driving force 
behind this association between the United States and 
France, and she has planned many activities over the years 
to retain these memories and bring the United States and 

France together to celebrate. 

"e Association’s latest projects include a Sixth Fleet 
Museum in Villefranche-sur-Mer, the creation of a 
permanent exhibit for naval museums, annual celebrations 
on July 4th in honor of our Independence Day, and an 
audio walking guide to the sites and important places in 
and around Villefranche-sur-Mer, both in English and 
in French. "e association is looking for your stories, 
memorabilia and photos to add to its collection (in our 
Book of Memories) so that the wonderful story of the 
United States presence in this part of the world will be 
remembered forever. In addition, if you wish to volunteer 
for the Association, we would welcome any and all to assist. 
You will meet a great group of dedicated volunteers who 
share your affinity for this wonderful spot in the world, and 
sweet memories of a brilliant bygone time. 

Our association would like to extend special thanks to 
Philip Roberts (USS Des Moines, 1955–1956), who has 
compiled for the Association the Book of Memories (which 
will soon be available to see on our website). Containing 
over 80 oral histories of shipmates’ memories and stories 
about their time in Villefranche-sur-Mer, we would be 
honored to add your memories to the roster, allowing them 
to be preserved for future generations. We hope to hear 
from you—please email or mail your memories to us (please 
include your name, the ship you served on, the years in 
which you served, and your rank). "ank you! 






